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Approximately 120,000 families have been displaced from their homes in Peru due to the political
violence which has affected the country for nearly 13 years. The families comprise a total of about
570,000 people. According to Isabel Coral, director of the Population Promotion and Development
Center (Centro de Promocion y Desarrollo Poblacional, CEPRODEP), the highest number of
migrants come from Ayacucho department, the center of operations for the Sendero Luminoso
(Shining Path) rebels. Over 52,000 families have been displaced from Ayacucho during the rebel
war. Other displaced families come from the departments of Huancavelica and Apurimac, which
border Ayacucho; Junin, Pasco and Huanuco in the central sierras; Ancash and Cajamarca in the
north; Ucayali in the jungle region; and Puno in the southeast. Coral indicated that 54% of the
displaced families have moved to areas within their home department (most often the capital
city), while 46% have headed to the capital cities of other departments. Lima and Ica have received
the largest numbers of migrants. Coral documented three primary waves of migration caused by
political violence: the first began in 1983 when the Army entered Ayacucho; the second took place
between 1987 and 1989, when Sendero violence in parts of the countryside was at its peak; and the
third wave began in 1990 and continues at present. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Spanish news
service EFE, 04/11/93)
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